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ORIAL

£ n,  UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

@y REGION
M 3 ' 841 Chestnut Building
b m‘é" Philadelphia. Pennsylvania 19107

APR 30 1990

Honorable Richard Schulze
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Deér Mr. 'Schulze:

Thank you for your letter of April 12,'1990, regarding the
concerns of your constituent, James R. Freeman, Esq., about the
former Valley Forge Army Hospital in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.

At this time, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) does
not have any information on the former Valley Forge Army
Hospital. However, since there are reports of alleged
contamination, the EPA will perform a Preliminary Assessment (PA)
at this facility as a first step in determining whether the site
will qualify for cleanup under the Superfund Program. This PA
will include a file search and a visit to the property to .
determine its historical uses as well as its current condition.
The visit will probably occur in early Summer, 1990. Based upon
the information obtained during the PA, the EPA will determine if
further investigation is required.

If we can be of further assistance please contact this
office again.

Sincerely,

Edwin B. Erickson
Regional Administrator



APR30 1999

" Honurable Richard Schulze
House of Representatives
Vlashington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Schulze:

’ Thank you for your.letter of April 12, 1590, regarding the
concerns of your constituent, James R. Freeman, Esg., about the
former Valley Forge Army Hospital in Phoenixzville, Pennsylvania.

At this time, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) does
not have any information on the former Valley Forge Army
Hospital. Howaver, since there are reports of alleged
contamination, the EPA will perform a Preliminary Assessment (PA)
at this facility as a first step in determining whether the site
will qualify for cleanup under the Superfund Program. This PA
will include a file search and a visit to the property to
determine its historical uses as well as its current condition.
The wvisit will probably occur "in early Summer, 1990. Based upon
the :nformation obtained during the PA, the CPA will determine i€
furtier investigation is required.

‘ If we can be of further assistance piease contact this
ofEice again. -

Sincerely,

o Edwin B. Erickson
A Regional Administrator
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RICHARD T. SCHULZE WAYS AND _CINEI\’&'S
Stw o-n-'mcv, PENNBYLVANIA : "‘y N 0 COMMITTEE

Congress of tije Enited States

Bouse of Bepresentatives = EMashington, BE 20515

April 12, 1990

Mr. Ted Erickson

Regional Administrator
Environmental Protection Agency
Region III Office

841 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

Dear Ted:

Enclosed please find correspondence from one of my
constituents, Mr. James R. Freeman, Esqg., who contacted my
district office regarding alleged contamination on the site of
the former Valley Forge Army Hospital in Phoenixville,
Pennsylvania. The property is currently owned by the
Phoenixville Area School District.

Please investigate the facts of this situation and advise my
district office in writing of your findings.

With all best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

eh

DICK SCHULZE
Member of Congress

DS/th

Enclosure.

PLEASE RESPOND TO: O 10 sour Lzorano o,

O 2369 Raveunn Houss Ormes Buioma Surm 204

WaswirgTon, OC 20818 Paou, PA 19301

{202) 228-87681 ] _ 800-362-6682 (row. raen) /
218-848-0888
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JAMES R. FREEMAN
808 SOUTH MAIN STREET
PHOENIXVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 19480

(218) 933-7744
FAX (218) 938-2880

April 9, 1990

The Honorable Richard T. Schulze
10 S. Leopard Road

Suite 204

caoli, PA 19301

Dear Dick:

.Recently I became aware of an unfortunate coincidence which
exists in Schuylkill Township and I thought you would want to be
ipprised of it. The matter relates to Property now owned by the
Phoenixville Area School District, which property was formerly the
site of the Valley Forge Army Hospital. According to three area
newspapers, the EVENING PHOENIX, the Pottstown MERCURY and the
*hiladelphia INQUIRER, dangerously high levels of toxic metals
have recently been discovered on the property, which toxins are
20ssibly the result ashes from burnt X-rays which were dumped at
the site while the Hospital was in operation. I am enclosing
coples of the aforesaid articles for your review,

Coincidentally with the alleged contamination, a twenty-year-
>ld young man who lived on a property adjacent to the site for
eight years has recently been diagnosed with Hodgkin's Disease.

In dealing with this tragedy his parents have become aware of at
least three others from the same neighborhood and a fourth person
from another area adjacent to the former Hospital property who
have been diagnosed with the same disease. I have enclosed a list
w#hich specifies the names and details of those involved.

As I am sure you can imagine, the unhappy discovery of this
‘luster of Hodgkin's Disease is of great concern, not only to the
families directly involved, but to the community at large. Should
you find it fitting to request an investigation of the alleged
contamination and its possible effects on the well-being of nearby
residents, it would be greatly appreciated. I thank you for any
consideration you might give to this matter and should you
require further information, upon being advised of its nature, I
would be happy to attempt to obtain same.

Very truly yours,

-

#‘——~

JAME FREEMAN

JRF/af :
Snclosures, as stated
ce:
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By ERIC JANZUELLY '
.. §vening Phoenix Staff -
PHOENIXVILLE — Land
owned by the Phoenixville School
District located at the site' of the
former Valley Forge * General
Hospital is contaminated *with
toxic metals. according to Phoe-
nixville School Superintendent _
Carolyn Trohoski. . - -+ .
Trohoski iold the Phoénixville
Area-Board of School Diréctors).
this week that Lancaster Labs
reported levels of hazardous
metals are *‘anomalously high" in
a depressed 6-by-20-foot area of a
35-acre tract of land bounded by
Seven Stars and Township Line
roads.
William Leggieri, general man-
ager of the Perkiomen. Valley

ristown A's. said last week he
wants to pioneer 2 semipro
baseball team in Phoenixvi le.
and onc of the sites under con-
sideration is the one. suspected of
being contaminated. :

Ficlding a team will not be a
problem. Leggieri said, but find-
ing a facility could be. -

“We told the (p from) the
semipro team to wait until got
: gli_rr%':e_sg back™ & 'g& -.usgviﬁ- '
- o3 _-mm A e~
aren’t sure of tfig exact condi-
tion.” - LU
. The Lancaster.Zebs repoited
there was evidencs of ,a lead.
concentration- of 452 milligrams
per kilogram and a zinc concen-
tration of 320 mpk. The cost’ to
clean up the site would be “véry
higll_t." accordins to Trohoski. -

rohoski said X-ray remaing
caused the toxins, © - - '

“X-rays were burned by the
incinerator (located on the site)
and. it was the ashes that were in
the samples,” she' said. ."“The
ashes contained silver nitrate and -
other chemicals.” - ,

Trohoski said there were no
regulations for waste di
‘when the ashes were burned.

“We're living with the problems
of the past,” she said.  “It was
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(Contﬁmedl from Page 1)

Board “President Vincent J.
O'Grady said he was concerned
over the district’s liability. )

“Whoever owns the land is
liable for it and its (potential)
cleanup,” said Solicitor Eliott

idberg. oL

Ggl‘he sciool district acquired.the
fand from the federal government
with the stipulation to “‘use it or
lose it,” said Trohoski. She said
the board could “give back th'e'
parts of iand that are hazardous.

*" Goldberg said that would be

legal. as long as the plots are well-

! defined. ' :
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By DEBRA NOELL
Mercury Stafl Writer

PHOENIXVILLE — Dangerously high
levels of lead, zinc and silver have been
found in the soil on a section of land in
S kill Township where the Phoenixville
AQchool District had planned to build
anementary school. .
The 20-by-6-foot contaminated parcel is

part of a 35-acre tract the district acquired

QNN R 4 POTTSTOWN
@ . SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 19

x ns found on sc

from the federal government when the Val-

. ley Forge Military Hospital closed at the

site in 1978. Federal statutes allow local
government bodies to lay claim to neglect-
ed federal 1and in their districts.

The school board claimed two separate
tracts {rom the hosptial property. The first
lot, located near Evergreen Acres on Town-.
ship Line Road, hasn't been found to be
contaminated, according to Superintendent
Carolyn Trohoski. Field hockey and

lacrosse playing fields arc located on the

strict n

land. o
But the second section, located on Town-

ship Line Road near Coldstream Road, was -

found to have abnormally high levels of
toxic materials in the soil, according to test
results from Lancaster Laboratories.

A district maintenance building, bus lot
and public softball field are located adja-
cent to the contaminated section. officials
said. The board agreed Thursdaynight to
test the soil near the softball fleld and
maintenance butlding to determine if the

35 CENTS
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fot has been cont
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't ’ . U A ur.
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property, y Trezza said of the 34f€ty Droblems to humans. -~ ‘health and

The board also d

an element

contaminated area arg

scrap any plans for bullding an eleo )}, ©° * o ' When
sfhool on the land. The long-ran )
-plan included building on ge district

sed suspi.
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contaminated '

District planned to build’

elementary
in ﬁmg?mhmm;:!ded.

Lead, silver and zinc are metallic.

elements formerly used in photo-
graphic paper and X-rays. Officials
believe X-ray.waste from the hospi-
tal was buried on the land.

“‘The assumption is X-rays were
burned in the incinerator and the
ash was dumped In rectangular
areas,”. Trohoski said.

The extent of contamination
couldn’'t be immediately de-
termined. “Whether the lead has

school at site

mlgrated' in the soil,
know," Trohoski said.
District officials are questioning

we don't

- whether a nearby stream could also

be tainted.

“I'm sure I'm raising concerns of
the publie, too,™ Trohoski said.

The scheol board has agreed to
notify borough and township of-
ficials along with the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency about its find-
ings. _
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Honqrable_Richard Schulze
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Hr. Schulze: -
‘ - Thank you for your letter of April 12, 1930, régarding_ the oL

concerns of your comstituent, James R. Freeman, Z£5q., about .the
former Valley Forge Army Hospital in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.:

At this time, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)} @
not have any information on the former Valley Forge Army * :
Hoepital. However, since there are reports of alleged CURETE L
contamination, the EPA will perform a Preliminary Assessment (PA)
at this facility as a first step in determining whether the site
will qualify for cleanup under the Superfund Program. This PA
will include a file search and a visit to the property to
determine its historical uses as well as its current condition.

The visit will probably occur in early Summer, 1990. Based upon
the information obtained during the PA, the EPA will determine if
further investigation is required.

‘ 1f wo can be of further assistance please contact this
office again.

! Sinceroly{

Edwin B. Erickson
Regional Administrator
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